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Introduction 

}-Iul1gary, situated in the cen(r~ of Eu rope, is surrounded by 
we A]pjne~Ca rpathjan-Djnarjc mountain range and occupies: 
!he inner part of ,the oval-shaped Carpathian Basin - also 
known as the Central Danubian Basin and sometimes as the 
Pannonian Basin. The country is approximately 1,200 km from 
the Atlantic Ocean, 400 km from the ~-Icditerranean and 
equidistant at about 800 km from both the Black and the Baltic 
Seas. In addition it is roughly 3,000 km frol11 the Ural Moun
tains. Europe's eastern boundary. The country is situated 
"etween longitU(ks 16 e and 23 ::1 East and latitudc-s 45° and 48° 
North and IUeasures 528 ken from east to west and 268 km 
from north to south. 

With an area of 93,000 sq. km, Hungar), is the 17th largest 
;)f the 32 countries of Europe~ while with over 10.6 million in 
habitants, shc is the 12th most populous. Lowlands comprise 
approximately three-fifths of tlte country, the remainder being 
either upJands or regions of low mountains. Up to the Second 
\Vodd \Var Hungary was ess'entially an agrarian country. 
hut as a result of three dc-cades of planned industrialization, 
.., h(' rna} now be- termed semi-industrial. Sixty per cent of her 
area is intensh-ely cuhi vated ( in the form of arabic lands, 
,;:ardens, vineyards and orchards), 15 per ceo t is ,utilized as 
?as.wre, while some J5 pe-r cenl is forest. 

Hungary's physical location, her feog raphicaJ potentials and 
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